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Today’s Plan
1.  What do you know?
About climate change
About your own carbon footprint?
Where can you find reputable information?

2.  What can you do?
What you can ask, buy, eat.  What makes a difference?
Individual voices – what you say, who you vote for, who you 

speak to, who you listen to, what you teach your 
children and friends

Collective voices



What Do You Know?



Assuming global warming is happening, 
do you think it is…  

1.  Caused mostly by human activities  
2.  Caused by both human activities and natural 

changes 
3.  Caused mostly by natural changes in the 

environment  
4.  None of the above because global warming isn’t 

happening  
5.  Other  
6.  Don’t know 



The “greenhouse effect” refers to …  

a.   Gases in the atmosphere that trap heat  
b.   The Earth’s protective ozone layer 
c.   Pollution that causes acid rain  
d.   How plants grow  
e.   Don’t know  



Which of the following are “fossil fuels”? 

 Coal
 Wood
 Solar Energy
 Oil
 Natural Gas
 Hydrogen

✔

✔
✔



The study found that 63 percent of Americans believe 
that global warming is happening, but many do not 
understand why. 

… only 8 percent of Americans have knowledge 
equivalent to an A or B, 40 percent would receive a C or 
D, and 52 percent would get an F.  

The study also found important gaps in knowledge and 
common misconceptions about climate change and the 
earth system. … Thus many Americans lack some of the 
knowledge needed for informed decision-making in a 
democratic society.  







But we have more of them ….



Game consoles 

in US use as 

much electricity 

per year as the 

city of San 

Diego!



17% of total





Each of us has a carbon footprint

The total amount of greenhouse gases 
produced to directly and indirectly support 
human activities, usually expressed in 
equivalent tons of carbon dioxide (CO2). 



How to create 1 kg of CO2 Equivalent

    * Travel by public transportation (train or bus) 6.5 to 7 miles

    * Drive with your car  3.75 miles (assuming 39 mpg)

    * Fly with a plane 1.375 miles

    * Operate your computer for 32 hours (60 Watt consumption)

    * Produce 5 plastic bags

    * Produce 2 plastic bottles

    * Produce 1/3 of an American cheeseburger (yes, the production 
of each cheeseburger emits 3.1 kg of CO2!)
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Political will is a RENEWABLE 
RESOURCE 

•  Write letters to the editor
•  Speak out to elected officials
•  Talk to neighbors and friends
•  Vote and participate in 

campaigns
•  Find solutions



It’s Our Choice

“We are not victims of unfortunate physics.  Neither 
physical nor economic laws require that we lock 
ourselves up in buildings that don’t breathe, or that 
we fill our surroundings with chemicals that poison 
our bodies, or that we be made to use tools that hurt 
us physically.  Those outcomes are dictated not by 
laws of nature, but by our failure to remember a 
cardinal principle of design:  products do what you 
ask of them.”  

   

William McDonough, Cradle to Cradle



Policy-makers respond to business

•   Businesses want your money and your loyalty

•   Speak to companies and tell them what 
matters.

•   Become informed about companies climate 
action (ClimateCounts.org; GoodGuide.com)



GoodGuide.com



ClimateCounts.org



What will you do?
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Your Climate Action Plan

Assess and reduce your footprint

Work with others to capture benefits at local level

Speak out, write letters, and vote

Come to the iMatter March, Mother’s Day 2011









Sustainability:  Living as if the future 
matters

It matters!




